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fact is, that the principle just mentioned must carry one who holds it into all 
kinds of absurdities. It is one thing to show how mankind has come to believe 
in emanation, metempsychosis and many other erroneous things : — it is another 
and absurd thing to show the essential truth of such beliefs. 

The time may not be ripe for an attempt to construct a Science of Comparative 
Theology. Our facts may not be sufficient in number or accurate enough iii de- 
tails to warrant such an essay. But the scholar who attempts it must be pos- 
sessed of a somewhat different point of view from that of Dr. Clarke or he will 
never succeed in making for the Science a place in the circle of Sciences. This 
attempt is an eminently necessary one; and this book will serve both as an en- 
couragement, and as a warning to all workers in this great field of knowledge. 



OEHLER'S Oil) TESTAMENT THEOLOGY.' 



We believe that this book will be welcomed by all who would understand bet- 
ter the revelation given us by God. We study the languages in which this reve- 
lation has been handed down ; the history of the people and of the country chosen 
by God as the media of his revelation ; the collection of books which make up 
this revelation, as well as the text, authorship, style, occasion and other questions 
connected with the individual books ; the principles in accordance with which 
these writings are to be interpreted ; we do the work of interpretation ; the next 
step is to arrange the material thus gathered according to its historical position. 
This is the work of Biblical Tlieology. " The idea, methods, aims, and indeed, re- 
sults, are entirely different from those presented in Historical or Systematic The- 
ology. It does not give us a history of doctrine, although it uses the historic 
method in the unfolding of the doctrine. It does not seek the history of the doc- 
trine, but the formation, the organization of the doctrine in history. It does not 
aim to present the systematic theology of the Bible, and thus arrange biblical 
doctrine in the form that Systematic Theology must assume for the purposes of 
the day ; but in accordance with its synthetic method of seeking the unity in the 
variety, it endeavors to show the biblical system of doctrine, the form assumed by 
theology in the Bible itself; the organization of the doctrines of faith and morals 
in the historical divine revelation." 

One is surprised, in his study of this volume, at the multitude of questions 
which present themselves for consideration. Yet the thoroughness with which 
each point is taken up, commands our admiration. The position of the author is 
a conservative one, and the skill with which he handles the materials so assidu- 
ously gathered, counts strongly in favor of the more commonly accepted views. 
The whole volume may be regarded as a contribution to the evidence that the 
Mosaic legislation forms the foundation of the development of religion presented 
in the Old Testament. 

After some " preliminary statements " in which are given (1) a definition of O. 
T. Theology ; (2) a statement of the scientific standpoint of it ; and (3) the history 
of its cultivation in the Christian Church, the subject itself is taken up under 
three heads : Part I., Mosaism ; Part II., Prophetism ; Part III., Old Testament 



*TheoloGy of the Old Testament: By Dr. Gustav Friedrich Oehler. A revision of the trans- 
lation in Clark's Foreign Theological Library, with the addition of the second German Edition, 
an Introduction and Notes, by Dr .George E. Day, Professor in Yale College. Pp. xx., 593. New 
York: Funk & Wagnall*. Price, $2.50. 
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Wisdom. Mosaism is the basis of the Old Testament religion. That which was 
pre-Mosaie was preparatory to, and therefore a part of Mosaism. If there are any 
legal institutions of post-Mosaic development, they are nevertheless Mosaic in 
their character and belong to Mosaism. From this as a basis there proceed side 
by side two courses of development, the one objective, historical, prophetic and 
called Prophetism; the other subjective, reflective, ethical, and called Wisdom 
(Hhokma). Of the 569 pages of matter, 352 are given to Mosaism, 184 to Proph- 
etism, 33 to Wisdom. As an example of the fullness of the book, there may be 
cited a single case, the treatment of the divine name Jehovah: (1) Pronuncia- 
tion and Grammatical Explanation of the name (in which the spelling HliT 
Yahveh is preferred); (2) The Signification of the name : He who is, He who is what 
he is, expressing the independence, immutability, faithfulness of God; (3) Age and 
origin of the name Jehovah ; (4) Comparison of the name Jehovah with Elohim 
and El; (5) Attributes or names of God which are derived immediately from the 
idea of Jehovah ; — the whole subject being allowed ten pages. Of the superiority 
of this edition to the English edition it is not worth while to speak. A most val- 
uable feature of the book are the numerous insertions of the translator. Really, 
Professor Day has performed the work of an editor, rather than that of a transla- 
tor, and to his important and scholarly additions the reader must be indebted for 
much that will render the study of the subject more interesting. The work will be- 
come the standard book on this subject, and will long remain such, unless, as at 
present seems exceedingly doubtful, the advocates of the Graf hypothesis succeed 
in proving their conjectures, and thus in upsetting all our accepted notions as to 
the order of events in O. T. history. 



THE BEGINNINGS OF THE WORLD AND MAN.* 



This book consists of a series of twelve lectures, and is a popular exposition of 
the creation of the world viewed in the light of the Bible and modern science. 
Prof. Chapin is a professor of geoiogy and seems to be a believer in the Bible. 
His book will assist those who cannot go very deeply into the subject in obtain- 
ing the latest scientific facts and opinions as to Creation and Development. The 
writer is not so deserving of commendation when he passes from the safe-guard of 
the biblical narrative into somewhat fanciful explanations of the origin of socie- 
ty. He regards the story of Cain and Abel as typifying the march of society — 
the weaker nomad giving way before the more " advanced " and civilized Cain. 
This may be true and it may not be. So also he is inclined to regard the Tower 
of Babel episode as merely the gathering of a multitude of peoples under one gov- 
ernment which was not strong enough to hold them together. Candor and hon- 
esty characterize the book and the reader cannot fail to pick up some good points 
and facts from it. 



*The Creation and the Early Development op Mankind: By Jas. H. Chapin, Ph. D. 
Pp. 276. New York: G. P. Putnam's Sons. 1881. 



